
 
 
 
 
April 3, 2020 
 
 
Good evening Voorhees Parents, Guardians, Staff and Students! 
 
I would like to provide a few updates and information items as we head into our spring recess. I want 
to commend everyone for their efforts during this stressful time. One positive take-away from this 
pandemic is how people have come together for each other. I always look for the silver lining whenever 
possible, you are all silver linings. 
 
Google Classroom/Google Meet 
The district’s primary platform for remote learning is Google Classroom. Following spring recess, we 
will be encouraging our staff to use the Google Classroom Platform to provide the 4 C’s of the new 
normal: Connect, Collaborate, Communicate, Create rich learning opportunities for our students. 
Additionally, we are going to promote the use of one of the tools, Google Meet, to video conference 
with their students. There simply is no substitute for what our teaching staff offers ‘face to face’ with 
their students. We are continuing to offer professional development opportunities for our staff 
members to learn more about remote learning pedagogy, including the use of video conferencing. 
Parents/Guardians, for some of our staff members they will be entering into new territory in utilizing 
these tools. I know you will be supportive and patient with us while we build our capacity. The staff has 
often heard me speak about and encourage risk taking in their classrooms. These are calculated risks 
that are worth taking when the potential reward for our students is so high. My promise has been that 
while they are trying new pathways, new tools, or new ideas that if it fails, they will have my support 
not criticism. My support as they reflect on the experience and learn for the next time. I am confident 
that this staff will continue to exceed expectations and set new standards of excellence.  
 
The Google Meet classroom sessions may be recorded. The primary reason to record the sessions are 
for any students unable to attend. A secondary benefit is for the students who did attend to be able to 
watch the instruction again if they did not quite understand the lesson the first time. Good video 
conferencing practice for all involved. The teacher should make every effort to record the section of 
the learning experience where they are presenting new material while minimizing the recording where 
students are visible. This is not always possible therefore parents who are uncomfortable with their 
children being recorded should turn the camera section off or simply ask for a copy of the lesson. They 
can watch the teacher instruction portion and complete the assignment. We need to ask parents who 
receive a copy of the lesson to not publish them anywhere i.e. Facebook etc.… This will help honor 
everyone’s privacy. The Voorhees Township School District will not post classroom sessions on our 
webpage or social media platforms. 
 
To be a good example of taking risks, I will be setting up Google Classrooms for those interested in 
virtually meeting with me to discuss various topics. Monthly, I held roundtable meetings with the 
Voorhees Teacher Association, this is an example of a group I would like to move to a virtual meeting 



in Google. I will be taking my cues from the parents/guardians as to the various topics of interest when 
creating the parent/guardian groups.  
 
 
Future 
Although there have not been any official announcements or decisions, after speaking this morning 
with county superintendents across Camden County it is likely that we will not be returning to our 
regular schedule anytime soon. We will continue to wait for an official position from Governor Murphy 
regarding the remainder of the school year. While we wait, we will continue to strive to connect with 
our students and families.  
 
 
The Governor’s office declared that no school district can resume regular operations (opening the 
schools) unless he determines that is appropriate. Therefore, we are awaiting information from the NJ 
Department of Education regarding our future. I know you are as eager as I am to learn our fate. I asked 
this morning during a county video conference if we will return to normal operations before the end 
of the school year. The county superintendent stated that we need to ‘wait for information from the 
Department of Education’. We will wait but not idly. We cannot afford to just ‘wait and see’. What does 
that mean for the Voorhees Township District? We will continue to improve our remote learning 
pedagogy, we will plan to continue providing meals to those who need it, we will adapt in order to 
address our students’ needs, and we will reflect and learn from any missteps along the way. Please 
continue to contact your child’s teacher(s) or building principal with any concerns. We will continue to 
be here for our students and their families during this pandemic.  
 
Following spring recess, access to any of our school buildings will be extremely limited. We will work 
with staff members who may need supplies or other learning materials from their classrooms. In order 
to further ‘flatten the curve’ of the spread of the pandemic, we request that everyone remain at home 
whenever possible. If you must venture out, practice social distancing protocols and wash your hands 
routinely. I am confident we will not only get through this historic moment, but we will come through 
it improved.   
 
I have been amazed by the countless emails you have sent sharing an experience your child has had 
with one of our staff members. Endless stories of our staff creatively solving problems and being 
connected with their students- great job! The parents/guardians have been extraordinary throughout 
as well. This is truly a very special community; I am grateful to be with you all of you at this time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dr. David Gentile, Superintendent 


